
O R I G A M I  D I G I TA L  •  L E A D  M A G N E T

The 2026 Website Checklist
30 things your South African business website needs to compete in 2026. Built on what 

we look for when auditing client sites.

A useful website in 2026 does six jobs at once: it loads fast, ranks on Google, gets cited by AI search 

engines, looks current, converts visitors into leads, and is safe and updateable. This checklist covers all six. 

Work through it honestly — if you cannot tick at least 22 of 30 boxes, you have work to do.

0 1 PERFORMANCE

1. Page loads in under 3 seconds on mobile (test at pagespeed.web.dev)

2. Lighthouse performance score above 90 on mobile and desktop

3. Images optimised (WebP format, lazy-loaded, properly sized)

4. No render-blocking resources above the fold

5. Core Web Vitals passing (LCP under 2.5s, INP under 200ms, CLS under 0.1)

0 2 SEO

6. Unique title tags on every page (50–60 characters, primary keyword included)

7. Meta descriptions on every page (150–160 characters, compelling and unique)

8. XML sitemap submitted to Google Search Console AND Bing Webmaster Tools

9. Google Business Profile claimed, optimised, and regularly updated

10. Schema markup (Organisation, LocalBusiness, Service) on appropriate pages

0 3 DESIGN & UX

11. Mobile responsive on all screen sizes (375px, 768px, 1440px at minimum)

12. Clear call-to-action above the fold on every landing page

13. Contact information easy to find (header, footer, contact page)

14. Professional, modern design — not a generic template

15. Consistent branding — colours, fonts, logo usage across every page
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0 4 CONTENT

16. Clear value proposition on the homepage (what you do, for whom, what outcome)

17. Service pages with detailed descriptions, not just bullet lists

18. About page with team, founder, or operator information and photo

19. Blog or resources section publishing regularly (1–4 posts per month)

20. Client testimonials, case studies, or measurable results displayed

0 5 SECURITY & TECHNICAL

21. SSL certificate active — site loads on https:// with no browser warnings

22. POPIA compliance — cookie consent banner and privacy policy page

23. Contact form tested end-to-end and delivering to a monitored inbox

24. 404 error page designed (not the generic browser default)

25. Regular backups configured (daily for CMS sites, every deploy for static)

0 6 AI SEARCH / GEO READINESS

26. FAQ schema markup on every service page (AI search pulls from these directly)

27. Clear, factual content that directly answers common industry questions

28. Entity consistency — identical NAP (Name, Address, Phone) on website, GBP, directories, social media

29. Structured data beyond basics — Organisation, Service, LocalBusiness, BreadcrumbList schemas

30. Content architecture designed for AI extraction — concise paragraphs, clear headings, quotable direct 

statements

Want us to run this checklist on YOUR website?
We offer a free personalised audit for South African businesses — covering performance, SEO, design, 

security, and AI search readiness. You get a written report with prioritised recommendations. No obligation, 

no sales pitch.

origami-digital.co.za/get-started/free-audit
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